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De Ocampo
Named New PUC
President, Sees
More Proactlve
and Dynamic
Confederatlon

ew Port Users Confederation (PUC) president Col. Ro-

dolfo T. De Ccampo (Rel,) sees a more proactive and

dynamic years ahead for the PUC, even as he prepares

the largest confederation of port users associations
’the country to face the bigger challenge of the o

customs industry reforms and the integraﬁiaﬁ of the ASEAN

Sworn into office by Bureau of Cmafam (BOC) Dep-
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Guzman and the rest of the PUC leadership to lead the confed-
eration.” De Ocampo said, adding that, “And as | accept the chal-
lenge to lead the PUC, we must all work hard together to realize
our vision of a more dynamic and proactive confederation.”

De Ocampo talked of expanding the confederation, not only
numerically but geographically as well saying, “Our concerns in
the major ports could just as well be the concerns of port users in
the other ports. We must, therefore; expand our services, if only
to be responsive to the needs of port users across the nation.”
De Ocampo said

He also stressed the need for customs stakeholders, par-
ticularly the PUC members to be upbeat on issues affecting the
industry. “We cannot afford to stay on the side lines amid all the
changes happening around us. We have to be sensitive and be
able to adapt to all these changes.” The new PUC President said.

In particular, De Ocampo mentioned the on-going reforms
in the BOC and the importance for the PUC to support the Bu-
reau’s s transformation. “We also have a new leadership in the
Bureau of Customs. To help realize the government’s vision of a
truly reformed BOC, we must be supportive of its cause, even as
we will also protect and promote the interest of ports users.”De
Ocampo said, adding that “We must co-exist with the BOC as
industry pariners.”

He also underscored the changes that may have to be
adapted by the confederation in view of the forthcoming im-
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plementation of the ASEAN Integrated Economy in 2015. “We
must prepare ourselves for the implementation of the ASEAN
Economic Community (AEC) in 2015.” De Ocampo said. He em-
phasized the need for the PUC to redirect some of its initiatives
towards meeting the demands of a single ASEAN market, if only
to be globally competitive.

Amidst all his plans and aspirations, De Ocampo called on
the PUC members to rally behind the confederation’s call for truly
investor and user friendly ports in the country. “The years ahead
may be full of challenges for the confederation. But with the PUC
community’s full support for our cause and programs, we should
be able to ride the waves.” De Ocampo stressed.

A former military officer who received several awards and
commendations for his outstanding accomplishments, exempla-
ry conduct and leadership, De Ocampo, who strongly adheres
to professionalism at the workplace, has extensive experience
in both the war and administrative fronts. He took up Masters
in Business Administration (MBA) at the Ateneo De Manila Uni-
versity and several other military trainings both here and abroad.
While in the military, he was assigned to various positions/units
in both field and administrative operations.

On September 21, 1987, after 20 colorful years in the mili-
tary, De Ocampo resigned to manage his trucking business. He
would later lead the Confederation of Truckers Associations of the
Philippines (CTAP) when he was elected as its President in Febru-
ary 2002. CTAP is a confederation of 21 truckers groups in the
country. He would lead CTAP till 2008. Today, De Ocampo sits as
CTAP’s Chairman.

During his CTAP Presidency De Ocampo established a train-
ing program for drivers to raise the ethical stan-
dards and level of professionalism in the trucking
industry. Policies on the strict observance of road
safety were instituted to safeguard truck person-
nel from highway accidents. He was also actively
involved in the implementation of the govern-
ment’s Clean Air Act in the transport industry.

De Ocampo’s work experience in both
the government and private sectors are indeed,
marked with remarkable milestones. Thus, on
September 17, 2010, President Benigno Aquino
Il appointed him as private sector representa-
tive of the trucking industry to the Road Board.

And today, even as De Ocampo sill sits as
a member of the Road Board and, even as he is
still actively involved in improving the country’s
trucklng !ndustry as CTAP Chairman, he looks

; at the opportunity to lead
the PUC an interesting
challenge, in light of the
reforms now happening
in the industry, both lo-
cally and globally.

As an active mem-
ber of Ang Ligaya ng
Panginoon, a church
based organization that
helps to spread the
word of God, De Ocam-
po is guided as a leader,
with his faith in God and
strong moral founda-




